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The Assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. 




Editorial 



This issue of CAIB is a glimpse at the many faces of the U.S. 
intelligence apparatus. From the CIA’s involvement in a 
variety of conflicts in SouthEastAsia to the assassination of 
Martin Luther King Jr., we examine the breadth of illegal ac- 
tivities which the government attempts to cover up and which 
the mainstream media is afraid to explore. 

Information about CIA operations in Central America 
continues to surface. The CIA organized and controlled a 
group of Costa Rican intelligence officers who, for large 
retainers, spied on their own government. For many years the 
CIA clouded the fact that Manuel Noriega’s relationship with 
the Medellin Cartel made him a very rich man. However, when 
Noriega began to tire of toeing the U.S. line, George Bush 
decided to act. Panama was invaded, thousands of civilians 
were killed, and Noriega was captured. Now Noriega will 
stand trial for activities that the U.S. once condoned. 

Perhaps even more appalling is the U.S. backing of the 
Khmer Rouge in their attempt to overthrow the Hun Sen 
government in Cambodia. Into this devastating conflict the 



U.S. government has sent food and covert military aid to sup- 
port the guerrilla coalition. Pol Pot’s Khmer Rouge is by far 
the strongest military contingent. If victorious, they would be 
in a position to gain complete power and return war-ravaged 
Cambodia to the nightmarish rule of the 1970s. * 

Finally, the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. must be 
reexamined in response to new evidence which reveals that 
James Earl Ray may have been set up. A self-professed politi- 
cal assassin, Jules Ron Kimble, claims that he was part of a 
conspiracy to kill King. Kimble says that he helped several 
members of the CIA plan and carry out King’s murder. Addi- 
tionally, new evidence suggests that there was a CIA “iden- 
tities” specialist who helped Ray develop his aliases. 

These articles, as well as others in this issue, demonstrate 
how U.S. covert operations repeatedly work in direct con- 
tradiction to our society’s professed values. If the United 
States is ever to achieve the openness and democracy that it 
so loudly touts to the world, it will first have to do away with 
the destructive operations of the CIA. • 
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The Murder of Martin Luther King Jr. 



by John Edginton and John Sergeant 



Editors' Note: In April 1988, John Edginton , a British inde- 
pendent film maker, began an inquiry into the circumstances 
surrounding the death of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Edginton 
had just completed a film about King's life ( a Promised Land ”) 
and was intrigued by comments by King's friend, the Rev. Ralph 
Abernathy, that King was murdered by government forces. By 
January 1989, Edginton had gathered enough evidence disput- 
ing the official verdict that BBC Television agreed to fund a 
documentary: u Who Killed Martin Luther King?" John Sergeant 
joined the team as associate producer. The film aired in England 
in September 1989 and on cable television in this country in 
March 1990. The following article is derived from information 
gathered in their investigation and raises questions about govern- 
ment complicity in the assassination of the civil rights leader. 



Introduction 

Equivocation, uncertainty, and doubt have never been fully 
dispelled with respect to the untimely death of Martin Luther 
King Jr. in 1968. This could be put down in part to the inten- 
sity of public suspicion over the killing of President John F. 
Kennedy. But suspicions linger primarily because of the in- 
herently unconvincing nature of the official version of events. 

In an apparently bon a fide effort to lay these ghosts to rest, 
the House of Representatives Select Committee on Assas- 
sinations (HSCA) concluded an investigation in 1979 which 
reaffirmed the guilt of convicted assassin James Earl Ray but 
conceded the probable existence of a conspiracy behind 
him - headed by a group of St. Louis businessmen with ties to 
organized crime. It referred its leads to the Justice Depart- 
ment which quietly closed the case in 1983. 

However, new revelations clearly demand official answers. 
The case should now be reopened and the whole 22-year saga 
of James Earl Ray’s conviction and imprisonment should now 
be rigorously reviewed. 

The first important new revelation involves Jules Ron 
Kimble, a convicted murderer serving time in a federal prison 
in Oklahoma. In a recent interview, Kimble admitted being 
intimately involved in a widespread conspiracy that resulted 
in the assassination of King. He said that this conspiracy in- 
volved agents of the FBI and the CIA, elements of the “mob,” 
as well as Ray. In the late 1970s, investigators for the HSCA 
jiterviewed Kimble but, according to their report, he denied 
!any knowledge of the murder. Now, for the first time, Kimble 
publicly admits participating in the assassination. 1 

Kimble, a shadowy figure with ties to the U.S. intelligence 



1. Kimble made this admission while being interviewed for the film 

documentary Who Killed Martin Luther King The interview took place at 

the El Reno Federal Penitentiary, El Reno, Oklahoma, in June 1989. 



community and organized crime, corroborates much of Ray’s 
self-serving story. He alleges that Ray, though involved in the 
plot, did not shoot King and was in fact set up to take the fall 
for the assassination. 2 

Jules Kimble, in implicating the mob and the CIA in the as- 
sassination, claims to have introduced Ray to a CIA identities 
specialist in Montreal, Canada, from whom Ray gained four 
principal aliases. In August 1989, a former CIA agent serving 
in Canada around the time of the King assassination, con- 
firmed that the CIA did indeed have such a false identities 
specialist operating out of Montreal in the late 1960s. 3 

An investigation by Dr. Philip Melanson revealed that the 
identities that Ray adopted during the period of the assassina- 
tion were far more elaborate than previously realized. Melan- 
son concluded that in at least one instance, Ray’s alias could 
only reasonably have derived from a top secret security file ac- 
cessable only available to military and intelligence agencies. 4 

Finally, Ray who has been protesting his innocence for over 
20 years, has always claimed that he was set up for the assas- 
sination by a mysterious “handler” called Raoul whom he had 
first encountered in Montreal nine months before. The former 
CIA agent who served in Canada named the agenev’s 
Montreal identities specialist at the time as Raoul Maora. 

Jules Ron Kimble cannot be dismissed out-of-hand. For a 
start he has a long record of mob activity and violence, often 
with political overtones. He is currently serving a double life 
sentence in El Reno, Oklahoma, for two murders he admits 
were political. He has proven links to the Louisiana mob em- 
pire of Carlos Marcello (frequently accused of involvement in 
political assassination) and admits to having done mob-re- 
lated work in New Orleans, Montreal, and Memphis during 
the late sixties — three key cities in Ray’s odyssey. 

Investigative records from the period confirm Kimble to 
have been involved with the underworld and the KKK, to have 
been in Montreal in the summer of 1967, and to have been 
called in for questioning in connection with the Kennedy as- 
sassination by then-New Orleans District Attorney, Jim Gar- 
rison. During this questioning, Kimble admitted being linked 
to the local FBI and CIA and Garrison accepted this admis- 

2. Ibid. 

3. Telephone Interview with ex-CIA agent who requests anonymity, 
August 1989; in-person interview in December 1989. 

4. Sec Philip Melanson, The Muridn Conspiracy (New York: Praeger, 
1989). 

5. Op. tit., n. 3. 

6. A July 1989 phone interview with a Baton Rouge police detective con- 
firmed Kimble’s close ties to organized crime. State investigator Joe Oster 
also investigated Kimble because of allegations of Kimble's involvement in 
the murder of union leader Victor Busie. In this investigation, Oster found 
that Kimble had ties to the Ku Klux KJan and organized crime. 
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